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Letter from the Chair

The spring semester is well under way, and there is a lot going on.

First, I would like to welcome our two new tenure-track assistant professors, Dr. Cheryll Crowe and Dr.
Michelle Smith. Cheryll received her PhD in Mathematics Education from the University of Kentucky, and
Dr. Michelle Smith received her PhD in Statistics from the University of Kentucky. Cheryll’s specialization is
technology, and Michelle is the new Director of the Statistical Consulting Center. We would also like to
welcome Nancy Williams as our new Regional Coordinator for the Kentucky Center for Mathematics, and
Michael Osborne and Donald Poynter as one-year lecturers. We are also very fortunate to have Cristy Jones
join us full-time as our new Administrative Assistant.

It has been our pleasure this semester to have Dr. Zvi Arad, President of Netanya Academic College, Netany,
Israel and professor of Mathematics at Bar-Ilan University, visiting us as EKU’s third Wilson Endowed Chair.
Dr. Arad is conducting the Wilson Endowment Seminar Series and hosting several scholars who have been
and will be coming here to present their research to the seminar and collaborate with faculty in the depart-
ment. Please see the article on page 3 of this newsletter. We are also working with Dr. Arad to organize a
student/faculty exchange between EKU and Netanya Academic College.

Congratulations to Pat Costello. Dr. Pat Costello received the 2008 Award for Distinguished College or Uni-
versity Teaching of Mathematics by the Kentucky Section of the Mathematical Association of America.
Please see Page 4 for more information on this award. Congratulations to Bangteng Xu for being a recipient of
the CAS 2007-08 Excellence in Research and Creative Activities Award. The college offers three awards
each year. Also, congratulations to Michelle Smith for being selected as a recipient of the 2008-09 College of
Arts & Sciences’ Junior Faculty Summer Research Award.
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Congratulations to our new
Outstanding Seniors

Courtney Biddle, Statistics
William Meurer, Math Teaching
Ai Kagawa, Mathematics



Tentative Schedule

(] January 27-29

Professor Robert Boltje, University of
California at Santa Cruz.

(] February 3-7

Professor Qing Xiang, University of

Deleware

o March 3-5

Professor Harvey Blau, Northern

Illinois University

° March 16-20

Professor Pete Johnson, Auburn

University

[ March 23-27

Professor Mikhail Muzychuk,

Netanya Academic College, Israel

(] April 5-7

Professor Jeno Lehel, University of

Memphis

®  April

Professor Sung-Yell Song, lowa

State University
Professor Mikhail Klin,

Ben-Gurion University of the

Negev, Israel

Math and Stats Welcomes Zvi
Arad and the Vernon Wilson
Endowment Series.

During the spring 2009 semester
Professor Zvi Arad is the Vernon
Wilson Endowed Chair in the
Department of Mathematics and
Statistics at Eastern Kentucky
University.

Dr. Arad is a well-known algebraist
from Bar Ilan University, Ramat-
Gan, Israel and Netanya Academic
College, Natanya, Israel. He is
EKU's third Wilson Endowed
Chair.

Dr. Arad is conducting a Seminar
in algebra and algebraic combina-
torics, called the Wilson Endow-
ment Seminar Series, and hosting a

history. The collaboration with de-
partment members was great, and
some research plans for the future
were made.

On Tuesday, February 3rd, Professor
Qing Xiang from the University of
Delaware presented a talk to the
seminar titled Modular ranks and
Smith normal forms of some inci-
dence matricesProfessor Xiang is a
leading researcher in the field of
difference sets and coding theory.

Professor Arad, the Vernon Wilson
Endowed Chair, presented a talk to
the seminar titled The history

of the classification of finite groups
with a CGsubgroup.

Another speaker was Professor Har-
vey Blau from Northern Illinois Uni-
versity. He presented two talks on
Tuesday, March 3rd and Thursday,
March 5th. Professor Pete Johnson
from Auburn University visited the
department from Monday, March 16th

Math and Stats Welcomes Zvi Arad and the
Vernon Wilson Endowment Series

number of invited scholars who
will come here to present their
research to the seminar and
collaborate with faculty in the
department. The Vernon Wilson
Endowed Chair Seminar Series is
funded by the Vernon Wilson Trust
and the Endowment Program part
of the Commonwealth of Kentucky
Regional University Excellence
Trust Fund.

On Tuesday, January 27th and
Thursday, January 29th, Professor
Robert Boltje from the University
of California at Santa Cruz was
scheduled to give a talk to the
seminar titled Unique prime fac-
torization in rings of integers and
Mackey funtors.The talks how-
ever had to be canceled due to the
worst ice storm in Kentucky

to Friday March 20th and gave a talk
to the seminar. Professor Mikhail
Muzychuk from Netanya Academic
College, Israel, visited the department
from Monday, March 23rd to Friday,
March 27th and gave a talk to the
seminar.

In April, Professor Jend Lehel from
University of Memphis, Professor
Sung-Yell Song from lowa State
University, and Professor Mikhail
Klin from Ben-Gurion University of
the Negev, Israel, will speak for the
Wilson Endowment Series.

For more information on the series, go
to www.math.eku.edarad.

Dr. JendLehel

Dr. Qing Xiang

Dr. Harvey Blau


http://www.math.eku.edu/

TUTORING CENTER Statistics News

The Mathematics/Statistics Tutoring

Statistician Dr. Michelle Smith joined the Department of Mathematics and Statistics as a ten-
ure-track faculty member in Fall 2008. She is serving as Director of the Statistical Consulting
Center. For more information about the center, see http://www.math.eku.edu/scc/.

Center is in operation again for this

semester. Our hours are:

Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 8:00 pm As of Spring 2009, a minor in Actuarial Science is being offered at EKU. Seven students are
currently enrolled in a class which will prepare them to take the Probability Actuarial Exam;

Friday the class is being taught by Dr. Margaret Yoder.

9:00 am - 4:00 pm

We tutor all developmental and gen- This year's JobsRated.com report lists mathematician as the country's best job, actuary as sec-
eral studies classes up to and includ- ond and statistician as third. For more information, see www.careercast.com/jobs/jobsRated.

ing the first level of calculus and the ) ) )
first level of statistics. We are located The Statistics program continues to thrive, and many students are involved in the Statistics

Club, advised by Dr. Lisa Kay. In Spring 2008, the Statistics Club took a field trip to visit Stat-
probe in Lexington. In the fall, Dr. Patti Costello hosted a picnic at her house, the club held a
If you have any questions please feel Probability Game Night, and Dr. Kay took a group of students to the KY American Statistical
free to contact: Association (ASA) Chapter meeting. Early in 2009, the Statistics Club held an ASA member-
ship social, which included a faculty panel discussion of careers and graduate school. Chief
Actuary Kathryn Herzog of The Redwoods Group recently presented “Social Responsibility in
Insurance—an Oxymoron? At EKU..
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in the Wallace Building in room 342.

Mary Ann Ghosal
Office: (859) 622-2100

Congratulations Scott Metcalf and Bob Nelson
Professors Scott Metcalf and Bob Nelson each are being recognized for their 25 years of service to EKU. Scott Metcalf received
his Ph.D. at the University of Kentucky in 1981 and enjoys running marathons and playing tennis. Bob Nelson received his
Ph.D. in Mathematics from the University of Pittsburgh in 1981. His teaching interests include Calculus and Real &Complex
Analysis and he also enjoys the art of Origami.
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Dr. Pat Costello Named KYMAA Teacher of the Year

Every year KYMAA (the Kentucky section of the Mathematical Association of America) recognizes one of its own for excellence in
teaching mathematics. This year’s recipient is EKU’s Department of Mathematics and Statistics professor, Dr. Patrick Costello.

Dr. Costello has taught at Eastern Kentucky University for 25 years. Tom Richmond, president of the KYMAA presented the award to
Costello at Western Kentucky University on March 28th. Richmond commented, “He was a pioneer in his department for using Com-
puter Algebra Systems in instruction, utilizing Derive, Mathematica, UBASIC, and other software. He was active in calculus reform
and instrumental in getting his department to become a test site for Ostobee & Zorn's reform text, and is currently running an ac-
claimed lab course for calculus.”

Besides being active in the MAA, he has also served in the math honor society Kappa Mu Epsilon, coordinating a national KME meet-
ing at his institution in 1983, and serving as national President of the KME from 1997 to 2001. “As a member of KME,” says former
student, Shannon Lockard, “I experienced first-hand the enthusiasm with which Dr. C introduces students to mathematics in the ‘real

world’. He worked closely with the officers to plan activities for the club, even taking us to Florida to attend a national KME meet-

ing.” Current president of KME, Don Tosh, says that Dr. Costello “guided the organization through the transition to electronic me-
dia.” Dr. Costello still serves the society as the editor of the Problems Corner for the national magazine, The Pentagon.

For seven summers, he has taught top high school Juniors from Kentucky in the Governor's Scholars Program. “I had the good fortune
along with a number of others to work with Pat on the EKU Campus of the Kentucky Governor’s Scholars Program,” says Charlie
Myers, a faculty member at Lexington Catholic. “Pat had a creative mind and was able to involve students in such a way that they

found mathematics to be exciting and useful.”


http://www.math.eku.edu/scc/
https://owa.eku.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=2673b8ffb29f47329fbcb4b9943c2c8d&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.careercast.com%2fjobs%2fjobsRated

Secondary

In response to numerous inquiries from secondary mathematics
teachers in the Eastern Kentucky University service region, a co-
hort of mathematics teachers was formed to study for a joint Mas-
ters Degree in Mathematics Education and Mathematics. The de-
gree is offered as a joint project of the Department of Mathematics
and Statistics (College of Arts and Sciences) and the Department
of Curriculum and Instruction (College of Education).

The goals of the program are to improve the quality and content of
mathematics teaching at the secondary level in Kentucky, offer
required professional development leading to Rank advancement
in the state of Kentucky; enable teachers completing the program
to offer higher quality courses at the secondary level (including
dual-enrollment mathematics courses); produce content and cur-
riculum leaders at area high schools and school districts; and pro-
vide a pool of quality adjunct instructors with teaching experience
for area colleges and universities.

Students completing the program will be awarded a Masters of
Arts in Mathematics Education (MA Ed). The first cohort began in
the spring semester of 2008 and is scheduled to finish up in the
summer of 2009. The second cohort of this program began in
January of 2009 and is scheduled to finish up in the summer of
2010. Applications are being accepted for the Cohort (III) to begin
in the Spring of 2010 and finish in the summer of 2011.

Program highlights:

With elective courses, there is a minimum requirement of 30
total hours.

® Courses are offered in a cohort format. Students are together
in classes throughout the duration of the program.

® Two classes are offered each semester.

® Modified on-line format; 3 face-to-face meetings per semester
(pre-term, midterm and endterm)

e Saturday classes/meeting days (Fridays in the summer ses-
sions)

The program offers a completion in six semesters of year-
round study (19 months total).

® The initial retention rate for the first cohort has been 100%.

Additional Mathematics Education Graduate Programs:

The Middle Grades Mathematics Education Master’s Degree
is designed for current middle grades mathematics teach-
ers seeking to move up in rank; current middle grades
teachers seeking to cross-certify, and current elementary
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and middle-grades teachers seeking to certify up. The
Middle Grades, Mathematics Education, Master’s Degree
program will follow the same cohort procedures that are
currently in place for the secondary program: classes with
modified on-line format and 3 Saturday class meetings
per semester; 19-month completion window with two
classes offered per semester; and specially designed pro-
grams of study with sufficient mathematics content
courses to enable those completing the program to pass
the Content Area Praxis Exam for Middle Grades Mathe-
matics.

A Rank I program has been proposed for this same modified
on-line format beginning in January of 2010. Efforts are
under way to offer a 30 hour program that mathematics
teachers could use to apply toward a Rank I certification.
Concurrently, plans are under way to use this program to
develop a Masters in Arts in Mathematics Teaching (MA)
that would be offered upon completion of this program.

The success of the Secondary Mathematics Education Cohort Pro-
gram is the result of an extraordinary cooperative effort between
the following individuals in Academic Departments within and the
Deans of the Colleges of Education and Arts and Sciences: Dr.
Dirk Schlingmann, Chair, Department of Mathematics and Statis-
tics, College of Arts and Sciences; Dr. Michael Martin, Chair, De-
partment of Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education; Dr.
Joanna Dickey, Graduate Coordinator, Department of Curriculum
and Instruction, College of Education; Dr. Dorie Combs, Chair-
elect, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, and current Di-
rector of Professional Laboratory Experiences; Dr. Margaret
Yoder, Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematics and Statis-
tics, College of Arts and Sciences; Dr. John Wade, Dean, College
of Arts and Sciences; Dr. Bill Phillips, Dean, College of Educa-
tion; and Dr. Rodney Piercey, Provost, Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity.

In fact, recent graduates of the secondary teaching program have
formed the core of the initial Secondary Mathematics Education
Master’s Degree cohorts as they are able to “come home” to EKU
for their graduate studies.

If you have any questions concerning any of the programs or
would like additional information, please contact:

Dr. Robert Thomas

Department of Mathematics and Statistics
Wallace 302

Eastern Kentucky University

521 Lancaster Avenue

Richmond, Kentucky 40475

(859) 622-2964
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Summer
Graduate
Classes

CRN 51915
MAT 706

Number Theory
MTWRF

12:00 pm-1:30 pm

CRN 51403
MAT 735
Modern College

Geometry I
MTWRF

2:00 pm-3:50 pm

51921
STA 703
Stat with Tech for
P-9 Teaching

TBA

Alumni Report

Alumnus Shawn Clift received his Ph.D. in 2008 under Dr.
Edgar Enochs, and in August 2008, he assumed a visiting assis-
tant professorship at Centre College in Danville. He also
teaches part-time at EKU.

Alumnus Amy Domidian is doing work with Dr. Bob Thomas
and last fall had a new baby boy... her fourth.

Alumnus Martha (Maggard) Birdwhistell has been teaching
mathematics at Capitol Day School in Frankfort for a number
of years. She just recently changed to teaching adults, partly
ESL.




Attention Alumni

We love to hear from our alumni. Please take a few minutes to fill out and return the questionnaire below.
Thank you!

Attention Teaching Alumni: If you have students who are interested in learning
more about Eastern Kentucky University, please let us know. We will be happy
to send information about the academic programs at EKU.

Email to Cindy Greenwell at cindy.greenwell@eku.edu

Please complete the following and mail to the address on the opposite side.
THIS WILL PUT YOU ON OUR MAILING LIST. (If you require additional space, please feel free to include an additional sheet.)

Name: (Please include your Maiden name, if applicable)

Mailing Address:

Email Address:

Telephone:

Year Graduated (EKU):

Degree/Major:

(Institution)
Achievements or Awards:

Spouse and Children:

Current Employer and Position:

Please include any additional information that you would like us to know:

May we use this information in a future Newsletter? Yes No (Indicate any information that you want omitted.)

Signature:

Date:
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Department of Mathematics and Statistics
Wallace Building, Room 313

Eastern Kentucky University

521 Lancaster Avenue

Richmond, KY 40475

Phone: 859-622-5942
Fax: 859-622-3051

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3
Mailing Address Line 4
Mailing Address Line 5
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